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BUILDING GODLY RELATIONSHIP 

Life is all about relationships. Every day of our lives, we relate with people 

at home, workplace, school, market, church and elsewhere in the society. 

There is always something that makes people to relate with one another, 

which may be the bond of love as found amongst families and spouses, 

common interest as in an organization or office, faith as in religious circle, 

business or any other ties. As christians, relationship with God as our 

father should form the foundation for other forms of relationship (1 Jn. 

1:3,7). 

We all belong to an earthly family of which we did not have a choice about, 

God placed us in families as part of his sovereignty. As christians, we all 

also belong to an enlarged family of God or body of Christ by the 

redemptive blood of Jesus and by faith (Eph.3:14-15). Almost any other 

relationship we engage in is entirely by our choice. We choose who should 

be our friends, we choose who to marry, sometimes where to work and so 

on and so forth. 

Right from old times, people have always had friends who shared ideas 

together, comforted and helped one another. Scriptures enjoins the 

believer to maintain good friendship. Good friendship should be for mutual 

help, comfort and upliftment (Prov. 18:24; 17:17; 27:17). We have 

beautiful example of good friendship in scriptures that we can emulate. 

Notable amongst them are: David and Jonathan, Jesus and his friends –

Mary, Martha and Lazarus,  the man sick of palsy and his friends who 



brought him through a roof to be healed by Jesus, just to mention but a 

few (I Sam. 18:1; Jn. 11:3-5; Mk. 2:3-5). Good friendships is maintained 

by understanding and sacrifice (Jn. 15:13). In relating with others, the 

believer should show kindness, hospitality, honesty and walk in wisdom 

(Rom. 12:9-21; Col. 4:5). 

Courtship is a kind of relationship entered into by two matured adults who 

have agreed to marry each other following a marriage proposal by the man 

and the acceptance of such proposal by the girl or woman. It is a time to 

plan together, pray together, study each other and harmonize their 

purposes in life. It can best be described as a time of counting the cost of 

marriage and living together (Lk. 14:28-30). It is a time to prepare for 

marriage. Many young people only plan for wedding without actually 

preparing for marriage which are two different things and also explains 

why some marriages fail after a few months of consummation. 

As a christian, you must realize that God’s design right from the very 

beginning is for you to marry someone who is controlled by the spirit of 

God. Who you marry matters a lot. A christian should as a matter of 

scriptural injunction, marry a christian. That may sound strange to many, 

but that is scriptural and remains God’s desire and will. God specifically 

commanded the children of Israel not to marry heathens (unbelievers) 

because they will turn their hearts away from the living God to serve idols 

(Deu. 7:1-4). Elsewhere, the word says “Be ye not unequally yoked together 

with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with 

unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? And 

what concord hath Christ with belial? Or what part hath he that believeth 

with an infidel?” II Cor. 6:14-15. We can learn from the mistakes of 

Solomon whose heart was turned away from the living God to idols by the 

strange women he married against Gods’ command (1 Kgs. 11;1-2). A 



believer should never marry an unbeliever no matter how nice you think 

the person is, and the idea of thinking you will convert the person after 

marriage will not work because it is only the Holy Spirit that can convict 

the heart of a man. 

What you should look out for in the person you intend to marry is inner 

beauty, teachable spirit, fear of God, good morals, prospects in life and 

focus. Outward beauty, academic qualification, age, colour, stature and 

materialism are not the primary considerations for marriage. Ethnicity 

should not be a consideration for the believer at all because once you are 

born again you belongs to the family of God irrespective of your tribe. “And 

have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the 

image of Him  that created him: where there is neither Greek nor 

Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcised, Barbarian, Scythian, bond or 

free: but Christ is all, and in all” Colo. 3:10-11. What should be of 

concern to you is whether the person is born again, that is, is a new 

creature in Christ (II Cor. 5:17; Eph. 6:15). 

You must be determined to please God right from the very beginning of 

courtship. Always remember the rule of the game-bed undefiled. 

“marriage is honourable in all and the bed undefiled: but 

whoremongers and adulterers God will judge Heb. 13:4. If you say you 

love the person you will be patient until you have married her. Remember 

that love is patient (I Cor.13:4). 

Marriage is God’s own idea. It was instituted by God right from the very 

beginning. It is Gods idea and not man’s idea. “And the LORD God said, 

it is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a help 

meet for him” Gen. 2:18. God’s desire is for you to marry and that married 

couples should love one another and live together all the days of their lives. 

God instituted marriage for companionship, mutual help and to raise godly 



seeds (Gen. 2:18; Mal. 2:14-15). The man is particularly charged to love 

his wife, while the woman is particularly enjoined to be submissive to the 

husband in all things (Eph. 5:24-25). The man is the head of the home 

and his primary duty is to provide and protect the family while the woman 

is to support the man in all things and to build the home (Pro.14:1). When 

you run your family with these basic bible principles, you will succeed in 

your home and experience peace and progress. 

A man and a woman need understanding to live together in peace and 

make progress. Understanding is the key to having a happy home. (I Pet. 

3:7). Elsewhere, it is written “Can two walk together except they be 

agreed” Amos. 3:3. Again, it is said that “two are better than one because 

they have a good reward for their labour ---“ Eccle. 4:9-12. It is only in a 

peaceful marriage that such can happen, so it is the duty of the man and 

the wife to ensure there is peace in the home. A Christian couple must use 

the characteristics of agape love outlined in 1 Cor.13:4-8 as parameter to 

continually check their love for one another. There should also be trust 

and respect for each other. 

God’s will and desire has always been for married couples to live together 

and never separate. Divorce is not God’s will and should never be 

contemplated in Christian homes. In the law, Moses only permitted it 

because of the hardness of the heart of the people, and when this same 

question was asked Jesus by the Pharisees, he replied this way “Moses 

because of the hardness of your hearts suffered you to put away your 

wives; but from the beginning it was not so” Matt. 19:9. So you can see 

that divorce is only contemplated by people whose heart is hardened 

enough that they cannot forgive their spouse. ‘Divorce is not God’s will and 

must never be contemplated by christian couples, it was never the practice 

from the beginning and it is not God’s idea. In fact, God hates divorce “For 



the Lord, the God of Israel sayeth that he hateth putting away--- 

therefore take heed, to your spirit that you deal not treacherously” 

Mal.3:16. 

Children are blessings in a home and must be brought up in the fear and 

nurture of God (Ps. 127:3). Parents (father and mother) are not to provoke 

their children to wrath, while children are to honor their parents and be 

obedient to them so that it can be well with them and so that they can live 

long (Eph. 6:1-4). God bless you. 

 

THE COVENANT OF MERCY 

Success in life is by God’s mercy and not really about how much you labor 

or how hardworking you are. In as much as we do not encourage laziness, 

it should be well understood that all we are is by God’s mercy “so then it 

is not of him that willeth nor of him that runneth, but of God that 

showeth mercy” Rom. 9:16. Again, the Apostle Paul remarked “But by 

the grace of God, I am what I am”…. I Cor. 15:10. 

The mercy of God connotes his goodness, loving kindness, forgiveness, 

forbearance, His favour and faithfulness. 

The covenant of mercy is an agreement that God’s mercy will not depart 

from the believer. Like every other agreement, the two parties involved are 

you and God. God speaking about David and by extension you said “But 

my mercy shall not depart away from him, as I took it from Saul….” 

II Sam. 7:15. God entered an everlasting covenant with David for the good 

intention he had concerning the building of the house of the Lord (II Sam. 

7:1-15). The content of the covenant was to establish his seed and his 

kingdom from generation to generation (Ps. 89:3-4). 

The dimensions of the covenant of mercy in your life can be in the area of 

God’s mercy overthrowing the judgement of the enemy in your life, God’s 



mercy overlooking your errors which could have attracted dire 

consequences, God’s mercy bringing you help or God’s mercy qualifying 

you for what ordinarily you do not deserve. The mercy of God is very critical 

in the journey of life, hence the psalmist remarked “Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life”. Ps. 23:6. 

As a Christian, you need to pray for God’s mercy upon your life. Our God 

is a God of mercy and you can attract God’s mercy upon your life by 

humbling yourself before Him, acknowledging that it is his mercy that is 

making you to triumph and doing whatever God prompts your heart to do 

(1 Cor. 15:10; I Chro. 29:9-15). Humility is a major key to attracting God’s 

mercy upon your life. Even the wicked King Ahab obtained God’s mercy by 

an act of humility and therefore, God averted a major evil in his days (I 

Kings 21:17-29). Therefore, as a Christian today, you must do away with 

pride and arrogance in your life and humble yourself before the Lord, even 

when you are rebuked by Him. 

Showing mercy to others can make you to attract Gods mercy upon your 

life. Hence, our Lord Jesus said “Blessed are the merciful, for they 

shall obtain mercy” Mtt. 5:7. You see, you can’t obtain mercy when you 

do not show mercy to others. Holiness is another key to attracting God’s 

mercy “And thou shall put the mercy seat upon the ark of testimony 

in the most holy place”. Exo. 26:34. So, as a Christian that desire God’s 

mercy upon your life, you should make holiness your lifestyle. 

Everything in life answers to God’s mercy and there is nothing you can do 

to a man whom God has shown mercy. “I will have mercy on whom I 

will have mercy and I will have compassion on whom I will have 

compassion: Rom. 9:16. You cannot question God’s mercy neither can 

you understand it. 



The covenant of mercy is for many generations, even a thousand 

generations of all those that love God and keep his commandments (Deu. 

7:9). When the mercy of God is upon a person, It attracts uncommon 

favour and sweatless success (Ps. 102:13). The covenant of mercy upon 

your life is renewable and as a christian you can renew it in your life and 

family everyday “it is of the Lord mercy that we are not consumed 

because his compassion faileth not, they are new every morning, 

great is thy faithfulness” Lam. 3:22-23. 

The mercy of God brings deliverance. Protection, salvation, provision and 

all you can think about. My heart desire is that the mercy of God will have 

a seat in your life now and always like in the old tabernacle of Moses (Exo. 

25:17). God bless you! 

 


